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THE GOVERNESS is a novel about the
childhood of the Queen and the unknown
woman whose unique influence helped make
her the world’s most successful monarch.

It takes us right to the heart of the Royal
Fami]y through a crucial period in history7
through the 1936 Abdication, the 1937
Coronation and the whole of World War

II. Ending in 1947 with Princess Elizabeth’s
Wedding, THE GOVERNESS is the prequel
to The Crown. Published by Welbeck in
AUGUST 2020, it went straight into the

Sunday Times bestseller list, earned rave

reviews and intense media interest..
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https://www.welbeckpublishing.com/
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The Daily Mail
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For 17 years Marion ¢ rawford was the Queen's
beloved Governess  wio her 5o much -
only te be wiped from  pistory, Now novelist WENDY
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Feature Link



https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8557801/WENDY-HOLDEN-Palace-cut-dead-Queens-mentor.html

The Mail on Sunday
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70 years ago, Crawiie’s name was a byword fo1 = :.":.n;:_--
betrayal. But now a novelist wha's siudied her fosssiass
life believes there’s been a tantalising twist... It

Has the Queen &=
finally forgiven s
who wrote the

ARSI

Feature Link


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8607841/WENDY-HOLDEN-Queen-forgiven-governess-wrote-original-Royal-tell-book.html
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Tatler

Feature Link


https://www.tatler.com/article/marion-crawfie-crawford-queen-governess-memoir-scandal

Harpers Bazaar
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Sunday Express Magazine
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Sunday Express Magazine



https://www.express.co.uk/news/royal/1326128/meghan-markle-prince-harry-news-home-nottingham-cottage-marion-crawford

Saga Magazine
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People Magazine




Woman and Home
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THE WOMAN WHO
RAISED THE QUEEN
IV hy the royals
shut Crawfie oul

THE WOMAN WHO
RAISED THE QU FEN
IV hy the royals
shut Crawfie oul




Woman and Home
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My Weekly

Short Story, Fiction Special




Daily Telegraph

INCWs Iveview
¢F Leatares

Feature Link


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/crawfie-original-royal-outsider/

BROADCAST COVERAGE
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BBC Radio 4 Woman’s Hour

Interview

1}) Listen now

Feature Link
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000ltf2

Sky News

Interview
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BBC Culture

Piece by Hephzibah Anderson on royalty in fiction,

leading with The Governess

Feature Link

23


https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20200907-the-strange-world-of-the-royal-family
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Good Housekeeping
Bookshelf Top |0 Choice
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Woman & Home
Book Club Choice
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Daﬂy Mail

l[al'nh Ie“nn for Royal teacher
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‘A hugely entertaining,
emotionally satisfying

story of love and loyalty.
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Mail on Sunday

‘A poignant, fictional

reimagining of 2 woman
condemned by history, with
plenty of modern-day echoes.
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Platinum Magazine
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‘Brilliantly researched...
[ was completely absorbed
and transported.” *%*x*

ADELE PARKS
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Woman & Home
Book Club Choice

‘A vivid, irresistible tale of

royal rule-breaker Crawfie’

WOMAN AND HOME

‘BEST OF HISTORICAL FICTION’

Feature Link


https://www.womanandhome.com/life/books/historical-books-367375/

Womans Weekly Book Club
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Book Trade ‘Books of the Month’

Easons
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https://www.easons.com/custom-catalog/book-lp/books-of-the-month
https://www.hive.co.uk/books/book-of-the-month/B

THE GOVERNESS is published as
THE ROYAL GOVERNESS by
Berkley Press, a division of PRH, in the
USA. It attracted the attention of

ma] OT NEWSPapeErs:

The Philadelphia Inquirer

—— #br Finladriphis Frapeer [ —]

“The Royal Governess’ revisits a guesns past | Book review

TZ-’E‘!
ROYAL

‘Terrific.
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https://www.inquirer.com/arts/books/the-royal-governess-wendy-holden-book-review-20200902.html

The Washington Post

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 0 - THE WASHINGTON PO
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o Crazy attention
I'he nanny who became ;

aroyal pain ' the mood of

BY STEVE DONOGHUE
Although perhaps the bulk of

oldens readers in 2020
won't recognize the name Marion
Crawiord, the main character of
her new book, “The Royal Gov
erness,” once upnnz(mn Craw
fordwasa bestsellingauthorand

reade
of the Atlantic.

mw{mrd was _governess
Princesses Elm«bsm and !\ll(aa-
et the daughtersofthe Duke and
Duchess of York, The 'lula, *vho

ished herenergy and honesty and
she retained her position
when the duke and duche

be.
came King George V1 and Queen

Elizabeth in 1936 and their elder
daughter, “Lilibet” was suddenly
heirtothe throne
e the playground
s novel, which begins
rion studyingatateacher
training college in_ her native
Seotland and lligialovewitha
han ¢ communist
||'amsd\mlentme ‘whose impetu-
nti-imperialist slogancering
is the author’s first gesture at
foreshadowing but certainly not
ast. Marion gets a job in the
household of Lady Rosé Leveson.
Gower and quicKly comes to the
attention of Lady er,
Duchess of York, and finds herself
m~hdle(l s governess 1o the two

‘Onee “The Foyal Governess
gets to the Windsors, it takes off
Hike 2 grand parade. Holden abvi-
hes ng to life her

famous cast of characters, from
the nervous, stutering Duke of
York to the tall, imperious Queen
Mary, to strong-willed daughter
Zlizabeth (who would go on to
reign longer than any monarch in
English

would make history as

THE ROYAL
GOVERNESS
ANovel of
Queer

Finatuntoward hours and ander
neath it all. 35 one chamacter

s ough as an old
oot Whether shes charming a
watwary Alassador Joe Een
nedy or bucking up the spirits of
ber timia hosband, this Gueen
Eliabeth thoroughly steals the
Show, both from Marion Cra
ford nd from the future Queen
Elizabeth, the teenager waiting in
the wings throughot 00!
Here, a5 n all other books, that

izabeth remains  stub-

bornly opaque.

Of caurse,a part of the charm

brmay
Folden knows that Queen Hiza:
Deth would go on to become the
nationally beloved Queen Moth-
d

athered hats, smiling and way-
mg ‘o mnumerable nnl.mkeh un-
il her death i 01,
Such knowledge gives loonse o
oject that auopy Tuminous fi
ureback nto the
an be a5 much a we

ength when it's over-
one. Holden hardly ever pass
up an opportunity to lean on her

shoulder and whisper

reader?
Irony, huh? How about that iro-

a comment about ‘how “James II
and Bonnic Prince Charlc lost
thei " (She will i
through the abdication crisis,
While King Edward VI willose
i Kinglom) When precocions
Masgaret firts with Ambassador
nedy’s son John, a haracte

young man like that will
never amount to anything.”

’s an overindulgence, but it's
this author's only one. Inal other
respects, “The Governe:
is spirited, virtually clockwork
enjoyment, humanizing the
Windsor world through the death
of 1 the ordeal of an
bdication and the very rea
gers of a world war, Through b
\mmn Crawford is convincingly

e, n-spmml by every
e

Then orementioned controversy
happened in 1950 when Crawfie
committed the ultimate act of
lese-maj ng about her
experiences as royal governess in
i book, “The Litle Prinee
The book sold brisKly, but the
royal family felt betrayed. They

spole to Crantord agalny
and when she d

& nelher the uuem Mothe
Queen Elizabeth IT nor Princes
Margaret so much as mentioned
that fact in public

“The Re

that te v
final pages of a very s
reading experience. It
the queen would e
pretty much ever
bookworld@uwash

Steve Donoghue
fiving in Boston,

abookr

TV REVIEW FROM €1

then puzzlingly dull for stretche:
only o become intoresting alf
over again. The show is a fine and
flawed example of who Murphy is
and what he makes. You can't
help but be lured in by it.
Behind her steely-eyed men-
ory of Nurse Mildred
, the very one from
y Flew Over
the Cuckoos Nest” and theclassc
film adaptation, played here with
i oo derermina.
tion by Sarah Paulson) is present-
edasak minist dawning.
Nurse Ratched is someone trying
to overcome her own damage and
demons and, in her demented
‘way, she wants to make the world
kinderand more;
nost painful and nmupumn

g.

"l takea whilefor the seres
tofind its way — and often it's th
viewer who will feel as if they are
missing sometking profound. &
a prequel 1947, it's not
required that ;m viewer knm\'
much about Ne
CvenLouise Fletchers Oscar-win
ning performance as a more pow
erful Ratched in the 1975 movie
version, other than the fact that
Murphy (working here with Tan
Brennan and creator Evan Ro
mansky) is among our shrewdest
and most knowing samplers of
popular

B ort st of us
here waatingto know what made
Ratched into the sublimely vin-
dictive control freak of the men-
tal ward. Audiences have been
wondering that for decades.

hat man,” Jack
racter said about
“She ain't hon-

The answers provided in
“Ratched” may or may not satisfy
that curiosity, but fans of Mur-
phy’s previous and provocative

inter

‘A very Satisfying reading
experience. It’s doubtful che
Queen would enjoy it, but pretty
much everybody else will.
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PRAISE FOR THE GOVERNESS

‘A beautifully woven and exquisitely detailed story of strong
upstairs/downstairs women whose lives entwine during some of the
most significant periods of modern British history... I am in awe of
Wendy Holden.
HEATHER MORRIS, author of The Tattooist of Auschwitz

‘I adored chis wonderful book. What a great story \X/endy Holden

has told”
JILLY COOPER

oo

‘A brilliantly imagined and poignant novel... a story of sacrifice,
deep affection, strained loyalties and divided English society in
the post-Downton Abbey era. Having set herself a huge Challenge,
Wendy Holden has triumphed.

ELIZABETH BUCHAN, author of The New Mrs Clifton

s =

‘A great book for escaping into...I loved this!’
KATIE FFORDE, author of A Summer At Sea

oo
“Wendy Holden absolutely delivers in this perfect blend of story
and history. THE ROYAL GOVERNESS is a fabulous read for
not only for devotees of period fiction and the British Royals, but
anyone with a hunger for a well-crafted tale. Lovers of The Crown

series on Netflix will adore this!’
SUSAN MEISSNER, Bestselling author of The Last Year of the War
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‘An intimate view of the roya] fémily at a time of great uncertainty
and Change, The Roya] Governess is a beautiﬁﬂly written and
richly detailed piece of historical fiction. Marion Crawford’s

dedication to her charges, as well as her passion for education and

reform, shines through the pages. Through her eyes, the reader is
tr:msported back in time and thorough]y immersed in the lives of
the British royal fhmily. A delightful read!
CHANEL CLEETON, New York Times bestselling author of
When we Leﬁ Cuba

E

‘Beautifully researched and captivating... Wendy’s Holden’s tender
and intimate portrait of ‘Lilibet’, the future Queen Elizabeth II, is
masterly.

RACHEL HORE, author of Last Letter Home

.

“This is a wonderful book. Masterfully weaving seismic historical
events with one woman’s personal story, The Governess is
cinematic in its scope, and yet always intimate, a moving,

gorgeously written page-turner. We peck behind the Windsor’s
swagged silk curtains - the insider details are a total delight - but
the story’s beating heart belongs to the devoted royal governess,
Crawfie. Holden takes the reader on a glictering, unforgettable
journey. I absolutely loved it.
EVE CHASE, author of Black Rabbit Hall, The Glass House

%

‘Sensitive, funny and fascinating - this masterful novel gives the
reader fly-on-the-wall privileges into the early life of the Queen’
FREYA NORTH author of The Turning Point
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